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MARCIA B. SMITH and MARVIN M. SMITH (OWN) and 

WINES AND MORE OF RI, INC. (APP) have filed an 

application to install a new digital and animated sign at 125 

Sockanosset Crossroad, A.P. 10, Lot 1489; area 2.32 ac ; zoned 

C3. Applicant seeks relief per 17.92.010; Section 17.72.010 Signs. 

Application filed 6/10/2020. Louis DeSimone, Esq. 



Staff Analysis

•The proposal does not increase the height or area of existing signage on the site, which the 

ZBR granted relief for in 2009.

•There are at least 3 other examples of animated signs on Sockanosset Crossroad alone, so 

relief would not be out of character with the area.

•Regarding animation and timing of images on the message board, the applicant clarified that 

“the petitioner is requesting that a variance be granted to permit the digital sign to change 

every twenty (20) seconds to delineate products and items for sale at the establishment.”

•Regarding brightness of the sign, the applicant has corresponded that “the electronic 

message centers have automatic dimming capabilities and Watchfire Electronic message 

centers are equipped with a photocell that detects ambient light and adjusts brightness levels 

accordingly.”

•Staff holds that if the City chooses to allow changeable copy signs, that allowing them to be 

upgraded to animated signs (with restrictions) would be reasonable.

•Relief, if granted, would not undermine the intent of zoning or the Comprehensive Plan.













Staff Recommendation

Due to the findings that the proposal is consistent with the 

Comprehensive Plan and the character of the commercial area, and 

due to the assertion that businesses should be allowed to have 

animated signs instead of changeable copy signs (with restrictions), 

the Planning Department recommends that the Plan Commission 

forward a positive recommendation on this application to the 

Zoning Board of review, with restrictions to the sign’s luminescence, 

animation, and frame change timing. 


